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Charleston cruise terminal plan unveiled 
By Allyson Bird
The Post and Courier
Tuesday, February 9, 2010 

A new cruise terminal master plan unveiled today would move ship passengers through a 
building farther north on the State Ports Authority’s Union Pier in a structure currently 
used for BMW cargo operations. 

Officials with the SPA and New York-based urban design firm Cooper Robertson and 
Partners shared ideas for the master plan at a community meeting Tuesday afternoon. 
Both SPA chief executive Jim Newsome and Cooper Robertson founding principal Jaque 
Robertson stressed that the project remains open to suggestions, and the meeting included 
breakout sessions asking for further input. 

Robertson said the plan would allow for an unrestricted 
walkway from Waterfront Park to the terminal, better shoreline 
views for surrounding neighborhoods and new public green 
spaces. He also shared plans to reroute traffic into the new 
terminal before it reaches the busy Market Street area. 

The SPA paid the firm $1.3 million for the study. Newsome said 
the SPA is still working on a plan to relocate BMW’s 
operations, with the North Charleston Terminal remaining a 
possibility.

For more details, see Wednesday’s editions of The Post and 
Courier.
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O P - E D S
Three op-eds by Jim Newsome were published by the Post and Courier during the 
process.

N E W S  R E L E A S E S  & M E D I A  V I S I T S 
Four news releases were distributed throughout the fi ve-month process.  And there 
were two rounds of media visits.  

News coverage was extensive, and two favorable editorials ran in the Post and 
Courier.

Op-Eds published in The Post  & Courier Articles from various news media outlets

Community shares the goals of SPA's Union Pier 
plan
By JIM NEWSOME 
Sunday, February 14, 2010 

Community shares the goals of SPA's Union Pier plan 

When we initiated the Union Pier planning process, the goals were clear.

We sought to create a financially viable plan for an attractive cruise terminal that meets today's enhanced 
security requirements. We committed to mitigate impacts on existing infrastructure and traffic.

We also wanted to provide more public access to the waterfront and identify additional uses for the 
Union Pier property for the enjoyment of Charlestonians.

Through numerous meetings with individuals and groups throughout the community, we discovered that 
the community shares our goals. They want a cruise terminal that is more in keeping with the character of 
historic Charleston. They want more public access to the waterfront and additional uses for the property. 
And, of course, they want a plan to address traffic.

Importantly, they want us to think contextually and consider other plans for the area. This point was 
highlighted at a forum in early January that was organized by Historic Charleston Foundation.

We are very fortunate to have an expert planning team, which has creatively responded to the interests 
expressed by the community. The concept plan is a direct result of this valuable input. We're in a much 
different place now than when we started.

While our initial focus was on the 15 acres at or around the current cruise facility, the public encouraged 
us to look at the entire property to effectively handle traffic and to potentially shift the terminal north on 
the property. We did both.

As a result, we have found a new home to create an attractive and efficient cruise terminal in the near 
term. It will be located at an existing structure on Union Pier terminal just north of the current passenger 
facility. In addition, in keeping with the scale of Charleston, the cruise terminal can accommodate only 
one ship embarking and debarking at a time.

This shift enables us to mitigate very successfully the related traffic impacts and welcome guests in an 
attractive, multi-use setting that provides an appropriate welcome and orientation to our great city and 
state. The plan addresses our pressing commercial need for a new cruise terminal, which will be our 
immediate focus. And -- as the community encouraged us to do -- it puts that terminal in the context of 
one way the rest of the Union Pier property might take shape over time.

This concept plan has several distinct components. It restores the historic granite wharf that once led to 
the Custom House and the foot of Market Street. That area would once again be tied appropriately to the 
historic Market Street axis and provide substantial public space that will attract residents and visitors 
alike.  
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Union Pier revival 
Public presentation heralds planning for future of 15 waterfront acres 

BY ALLYSON BIRD
The Post and Courier 
Friday, October 9, 2009 

 15 Comment(s)

Behind rusting walls concealed by an emergency coat of paint, Charleston's grossly 
outdated cruise terminal drew a standing room-only crowd that buzzed with new energy 
Thursday.  

The State Ports Authority kicked off its planning for 
15 waterfront acres at the end of Market Street with 
a public presentation. Charleston Mayor Joe Riley 
shared the podium with Jim Newsome, SPA chief 
executive, and Helen Hill, Charleston Convention 
and Visitors Bureau executive director, to explain 
how the next four months could determine the 
future for some of the city's most valuable and 
under-used property around the Union Pier 
Terminal.  

They introduced Jaque Robertson, founding partner 
at New York-based urban design firm Cooper, 
Robertson & Partners, whose resume includes 
Waterfront Park, the Visitor Reception and 
Transportation Center and the College of 
Charleston School of Education.  

Referring to the opulent building across the street, 
Robertson said, "You've got this Customhouse situated in an abandoned part of town. 
That's an impossible juxtaposition. ... This is going to change that." 

The SPA in 1996 commissioned a master plan for the area under consideration, which 
does not include the vehicle-handling portion of Union Pier Terminal. That report 
envisioned a two-story system of shops, lodging and dining, yet the past 13 years saw 
condominiums pop up within that footprint but only further deterioration at the terminal. 

Officials said Thursday that the new plan, while technically an update, should bear little 
resemblance to the 1996 design. Reluctant to share anything specific, Robertson 
likened the process to exploratory surgery.  

"No matter what, only when you get in there do you understand what you can do and 
what you need to do," he said.  

Newsome of the SPA said the new plan has five 
goals: developing a viable facility that fits within 
historic Charleston; making security adjustments 
required by federal law; reducing cruise impacts on 
city traffic and infrastructure; increasing public 
access to the waterfront; and developing future 

purposes for the rest of Union Pier.  

The SPA eventually aims to transfer its roll-on/roll-off cargo business from the north 
end of the downtown terminal to Veterans Terminal in North Charleston, but nothing 
has been finalized.  

As to the area of Union Pier to the south, SPA officials said they envision a modern 
new passenger terminal will be built on the site of the existing building and that the 
nearby warehouses that stretch to East Bay Street will likely be razed to make way for 
other uses.  

This latest Union Pier redevelopment plan follows closely behind an announcement 
from Carnival Cruise Lines to depart from Charleston at least once a week beginning in 
May, marking the city's first year-round cruise call. Given that news, Newsome said, 
"This is the right time to move forward." 

Photo by Alan Hawes  
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The SPA envisions a new 
passenger terminal for Union 
Pier. Existing warehouses 
would be razed to make way 
for other uses. 
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Ports Consider
Larger Area for
Terminal Plan 
posted 01/19/10 8:29 pm  

Charleston, SC - The South Carolina State  
Ports Authority will study redeveloping a  
larger area in conjunction with building a  
new passenger cruise terminal. 

The Post and Courier of Charleston reports  
the authority board decided Tuesday to  
study the entire 55-acre Union Pier area in  
Charleston. Originally, the study included  
only about 18 acres around the existing  
passenger cruise terminal. 

The authority said the larger study resulted  
from suggestions the public made about the  
terminal project in recent months.  

Officials say a new, modern cruise terminal  
is needed to handle the growing cruise  
business in Charleston. Beginning this  
spring, Carnival Cruise Lines bases its  
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N E X T  S T E P S
Community Outreach is an iterative process. It never ends. Nor should it. The 
conversation will continue between the Port and the community, as the Concept 
Plan becomes refi ned and individual elements become implemented. Throughout 
this process, the Port has demonstrated its commitment to community engagement 
and has worked collaboratively with all interested parties. That commitment will 
continue.
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