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UNION PIER DESIGN PROCESS KICKS OFF WITH PUBLIC MEETING 

 
Charleston, SC – The South Carolina State Ports Authority (SCSPA) today kicked off the Union 
Pier Cruise Terminal design process with a public meeting at the current Passenger Terminal, 
the first of several sessions to gather public input on the design of the $25-million project. 
 
“Cruise ships have been an integral part of our maritime activities for more than three decades,” 
said Jim Newsome, president and CEO of the SCSPA. “In fact, cruise ships are responsible for 
hundreds of jobs and an annual economic impact of more than 37 million dollars.” 
                                                                                                                                                                               
“As important as the cruise industry is to Charleston’s economy, we have been serving it in a 
facility that is clearly out-of-date and not contextual with its historic location,” said Newsome. 
“Therefore, almost two years ago – in collaboration with the city – and with widespread 
community input – we committed to improving our passenger terminal facilities. We are pleased 
to continue that important process with the cruise terminal design Kickoff Meeting today.” 
 
Led by the SCSPA and the design team, the Kickoff Meeting reviewed the Union Pier Concept 
Plan, which was informed heavily by extensive public input. The design team, led by CH2MHill, 
along with local partners LS3P Associates Ltd., Collins Engineers, Thomas & Hutton and 
DesignWorks, shared specific cruise terminal facility considerations that must be included in the 
design. Breakout sessions were then held to allow the public to provide specific input and 
comments.  
 
Key considerations for the cruise terminal facility include accommodating passengers arriving 
and departing, providing adjacent parking for passengers, identifying ways for passengers to 
walk through the terminal, providing efficient and effective baggage handling, meeting current 
security requirements, providing connection to the city, and effectively addressing any issues of 
noise and traffic.  
 
Thom Penney of local architecture firm LS3P stated that the new terminal will serve as a 
“doorway to Charleston for guests from around the world” and highlighted the opportunity for 
excellence in design, functionality and context with this planning process. 
 
The design process will include two additional public meetings in upcoming weeks. In June, 
preliminary designs will be presented, taking into consideration public input and providing 
opportunities for additional comments. The design will be refined and shared with the community 
and plans developed to prepare for the renovations. 
 
The design team will be converting an existing structure located at the northern end of the 
SCSPA’s Union Pier property into a new cruise passenger terminal.  It will replace the present 
passenger terminal, built almost 40 years ago farther south on the property.  
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Union Pier Design Process Kicks Off – add 1 
 
Relocating the cruise terminal north on the Union Pier property is the essential catalyst to 
realizing the Concept Plan for Union Pier, a plan that shifts more than 180 cargo ships a year to 
other facilities, reduces rail traffic and removes tracks, improves traffic flow in and around the  
terminal, and creates new opportunities for the property, including green spaces, a restored 
natural shoreline and public access to the waterfront. 
 
The cruise terminal design project covers all architectural and engineering plans, contract 
documents, costs and schedules necessary to convert the existing building into a cruise 
passenger terminal.  The project will include the terminal building, parking, security, berth, 
baggage handling and other amenities necessary to efficiently handle one cruise vessel at a 
time. 
 
Conversion of the existing building is slated to begin in fourth quarter 2011, with the new terminal 
facility opening in late 2012. Following that, the SCSPA will be able to turn attention to the rest of 
the Union Pier property. 
 
The public is encouraged to submit feedback and comments throughout the design process. 
Created with extensive public involvement, the Union Pier Concept Plan can be seen at 
www.UnionPierPlan.com, where public input can also be submitted.  
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http://www.unionpierplan.com/

